Liver transplantation for peripheral cholangiocarcinoma: Spanish experience.
Palliative treatment for nondisseminated unresectable peripheral cholangiocarcinoma (PCC) carries a 0% 5-year survival rate. The role of orthotopic liver transplantation (OLT) in these patients is controversial because the survival rate is lower than with other indications for transplantation and the lack of available donor organs. The aim of this paper was to review the Spanish experience in OLT for PCC to identify prognostic factors for survival. We retrospectively reviewed 23 patients undergoing OLT in Spain for PCC over a period of 13 years. The actuarial survival rates were 77%, 65%, and 42% at 1, 3, and 5 years, respectively. The main cause of death was tumor recurrence (35%). Prognotic factors for an adverse outcome were pTNM classification (P<.05) in the univariate analysis and perineural invasion (P<.05) and stages III or IVA (P<.05) in the multivariate analysis. OLT for nondisseminated irresectable PCC displays higher survival rates at 3 and 5 years than palliative treatments, especially for tumors in the initial stages, which means that more information is needed to help better select PCC patients for transplantation.